Correlation of the percentage of activated, CD3 + DR + lymphocytes to serum neopterin level in HIV-seropositive haemophiliacs.
The percentage of activated, CD3+ DR+ and CD8+ Leu7+ lymphocytes and the serum neopterin concentration were determined in 17 HIV-seropositive and 10 HIV-seronegative haemophiliacs and in 11 healthy control subjects. All three parameters tested were found to be significantly higher in the seropositive patients than in the seronegative controls. In the seropositive group, a significant positive correlation was found between the neopterin levels and the percentage of CD3+ DR+ cells. By contrast, no significant negative or positive correlation was observed between the neopterin levels and the percentage of the CD8+ Leu7+ subset. These data suggest that in the HIV-infected patients the activated T cells responsible for the stimulation of macrophages to produce neopterin are those that do not carry CD8.